Though the nerves of the womb have been described at various periods of the history of anatomy, it was long before they were described, demonstrated, and represented with that degree of accuracy which was calculated to be useful to physiological purposes. Many of the descriptions of the early anatomists were, indeed, vague and general, and seem to have been written rather in the idea that the womb, like other sensible and irritable organs, ought to have nerves, than because nerves were actually demonstrated to be distributed in its substance. For the discordance of these descriptions, indeed, it is difficult to account in any other mode than this.
The uterus is peculiarly situate in this respect, that it is liable to two different states,?the unimpregnated and the impregnated, and also that its condition, in the period before puberty and in old age, is very different from its state in the period of puberty, and in that which may be termed the puerperal period of female life. Previous to puberty and in old age the uterus is small, and its organization is much less distinct than in the puerperal period. It is natural to think, that, in the immature or impuberal time of life, the nerves of the womb may be small and indistinct. It is natural also to think, that these nerves, if they exist, become larger and more distinct in the mature than in the impuberal state ; and that, if the womb be not excited by the function which it is intended to accomplish, these nerves may either remain stationary, or they shrink and become small, until old age advances, when they return, it may be inferred, to a state analogous to that which is observed previous to the period of puberty.
It seems uncertain whether any person has examined the womb in females previous to puberty, with 
